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BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
I !larch 21, 1960 

K. Graha~n, Dean, Graduate School 

Hobert s. Cohen, Ghairma.n, Depa.i.'traent of' Physics 

facilities in 

course of negotiating vJHh prospective new f'aculty members 
ot'1!fhysics , I have been led to appraise 

In the 
in the 
of the program here in physics. 'l'he matter muDt be put l>luntly 
so that ~-re may make informed choices. He (lo not have an procram 
of ax1d teachint in physicf? at Boston Uni ve:r·ai ty. 
He are not faced -vlith a for the future; rather 
i'ie must realize that at no time have I'm had an adequate program nhich 
cou.ld justified the full doctorate. 

Only Professor :~dlva:rd Booth's investigations in nuclear physic;'a 
'been support~:;d in recent years. In trds ease, t'le h~:we to recognize 

that l:ds ·Hork limping badly and t.hcrli it is over\lhelminE~ly 
by experimental nucleat• research programs in other med:i.tun-sized 

university physics laboratories. \Je can to recej.ve support from 
private foundations but only when lve can a sufficient 

laboratory basis. 1'his has been 1:Je have neither a nuclear 
rest?arch device for producing nuclear nor the 
instru.:mentation and fabricating laboratories to eo a dev:'Lce. t!e 
have jn fact been entirely parasitic upon the instruments vJh:i.ch have 
been mate available from time to time by neighborint:~ lnstitutions. 

I recommend that a sp3c:La1 be made to solicit flmds of 
~;;,5o,ooo so that He mifht purchase a modest nuclear 

device. It j.s to that contruct and 
support can be for subsequent of use of the device. 
Horeover the associated income from students and contracts should be 
seen as a partial amortization of the cost. 'l'he alternativ<:1 seems to 
me to be a moot serious reappraisal of Bot;ton University's concern 1·rith 
pure research in physics, and <JJ.ong ~:;rith that a reappraisal or the 
legi.tinwcy of our doctorate proeram. 

I enclose your information an :l.n:J.'ormal mernorandum 
Booth l·lll ich discusses the details. 

'OC'('/b Jl,L) J 


